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tion, they say that the present instance is so super-
latively wicked, so scandalous, so dangerous, so
fatal in its operation, that it must not be established.
It is a stretch beyond all future example, which it
is not proper to repeat; it is a rare and singular
instance which future parliaments are not to sanc-
tion, nor future parliaments to practice.

With regard to the sense of the people collected
at common halls, which has been treated so super-
ciliously, I would ask when a meeting is regularly
convened for a specific purpose, and their senti-
ments are properly expressed, why they should not
be entitled to respect? The assertions of the worthy
alderman (Curtis) that the common hall in the City
of London was not regularly conducted, is an unfair
reflection upon the chief magistrate, who, had he
been a member of the house, would have very em-
phatically answered such a charge. But if the com-
plaint of the worthy alderman proves any thing, it
proves that in the City of London such was the gene-
ral disapprobation which the conduct of ministers
has excited, that the result of the meeting was ob-
vious ; that he might have heard it from the first
person he met in the street. I don't know, indeed,
by whom the information of the probable result was
given to the worthy alderman, whether by his cor-
respondent, Mr. Massinghi, or the communicative
hair-dresser* As to the regularity in the calling of
the meeting, I am informed that one person, whe-
ther properly or improperly, but certainly consist-
ently with custom, had not indeed signed the re-
quisition himself, but gave authority for that pur-
pose. But to return to the real point before the
house: I cannot help regarding" it as a curious cir-
cumstance that so many gentlemen appear to have
come down pre-determined to support the opinion
they had originally adopted. The honorable gen-
tleman (Mr. Bragge) seems to have had his mind
previously made tip, and his proposition previously
arranged. He does not seem to have been aware